THE  AUTEOK'S KEPLY TO  THE  FIFTH
SET OF  OBJECTIONS.

SIR1,

The essay in which you criticize my meditations is exceed-
ingly well-written and carefully executed, and to me it appears
that it will do much to set them in a clear light.    Consequently
I consider that I am greatly beholden to you for writing it, as well
as to the Rev. Father Mersenne for inciting you to do so.    Our
friend, who is such an eager enquirer into all things, and who
more especially promotes unweariedly everything that tends to the
glory of God, knows that the best way of determining whether my
arguments are to be treated as accurate demonstrations, is that
some men of outstanding eminence in scholarship  and ability,
should subject them to a rigorous criticism, so as finally to make
trial of my powers of giving a satisfactory answer to their objections.
This is why he has challenged so many to attempt the task, and
has prevailed upon some to do so, among whom I am glad to see you.
For, though in order to refute my opinions you have not so much
employed philosophical reasoning as made use of certain oratorical
devices so as to elude my argument, this is in itself a matter of
gratification to me, since I shall for this reason infer that it will not
be easy to bring up in opposition to me arguments which differ
from those which you have read in the preceding criticisms urged
by other people.    Further, if such had existed, they would not
have escaped your penetration and industry, and I hold that here
your only purpose has been to bring to my notice those conceptions
which might be used to avoid the force of my arguments by those
whose minds are so immersed in matters of sense as to shrink
from all metaphysical reflections, and that you thus gave me an
opportunity for meeting these.    Wherefore here I shall reply to
you not as a keen-eyed philosopher, but as to one of these fleshly
individuals whom you impersonate.

1 Vir praestantissime.